Why shouldil't Hunter Biden join the board of a gas
company in Ukraine?

The son of the US vice-president has been chosen to take charge of energy firm Burisma's legal unit -a
decision based purely on merit, of course
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Name: Hunter Biden.

Age: 44.

Appearance: Chip off the old block.

His names rings a bell. Is he related to someone famous? He's the son of Joe Biden, the US
vice president.

What is he, sort of a wayward, ne'er-do-well playboy type? Not really. He's a graduate of Yale Law
School and a former senior vice-president at MBNA America Bank.

Good for him. During the Clinton administration he worked in the US Department of Commerce.
He's presently a partner in an investment firm. And counsel for a national law firm. And an



adjunct professor at Georgetown University.

I get it: he likes to keep busy. He has even found the time to join the board of a gas company
called Burisma Holdings Ltd.

Never heard of it. Perhaps that's because it's a Ukrainian gas company; Ukraine's largest private
gas producer, in fact. He's taking charge of the company's legal unit.

Isn't that a bit fishy? Why do you say that?

Because he's the vice-president's son! That's a coincidence. "This is totally based on merit," said
Burisma's chairman, Alan Apter.

He doesn't sound very Ukrainian. He's American, as is the other new board member, Devon
Archer.

Who? Devon Archer, who works with Hunter Biden at Rosemont Seneca partners, which is half
owned by Rosemont Capital, a private equity firm founded by Archer and Christopher Heinz.

Who? Christopher Heinz ... John Kerry's stepson.

I think Putin's propaganda people can take a long weekend; their work is being done for them.
What do you mean?

Hasn't Joe Biden pledged to help Ukraine become more energy independent in the wake of its
troubles with Russia? Well, yes.

And isn't Burisma, as a domestic producer, well positioned to profit from rising gas prices caused
by the conflict? Possibly, but Hunter Biden is a salaried board member, not an investor. According

to anonymous sources in the Wall Street Journal, neither Rosemont Seneca nor Rosemont Capital

has made any financial investment in Burisma.

So it's not fishy at all? No one's saying that.

Do say: "Somebody needs to get involved in Ukraine's corporate governance, and it might as well
be a clutch of rich, well-connected American dudes with weird first names."

Don't say: "Thanks, Dad."

America faces an epic choice...

... in the coming year, and the results will define the country for a generation. These are perilous
times. Over the last three years, much of what the Guardian holds dear has been threatened -
democracy, civility, truth. This US administration is establishing new norms of behaviour.
Rampant disinformation, partisan news sources and social media's tsunami of fake news is no
basis on which to inform the American public in 2020. Truth is being chased away. But the
Guardian is determined to keep it center stage.

You’ve read more than 6 articles in 2019. More readers in the US than ever before are reading and
supporting the Guardian’s independent, fact-based journalism. We now have supporters in every
state in America. The need for a robust press has never been greater, and with your generous help
we can continue to provide reporting that offers public scrutiny and oversight. And, together, we
can help the truth triumph in 2020.



"America is at a tipping point, finely balanced between truth and lies, hope and hate, civility and
nastiness. Many vital aspects of American public life are in play - the Supreme Court, abortion
rights, climate policy, wealth inequality, Big Tech and much more. The stakes could hardly be higher.
As that choice nears, the Guardian, as it has done for 200 years, and with your continued support,
will continue to argue for the values we hold dear - facts, science, diversity, equality and fairness." -
US editor, John Mulholland

On the occasion of its 100th birthday in 1921 the editor of the Guardian said, "Perhaps the chief
virtue of a newspaper is its independence. It should have a soul of its own." That is more true than
ever. Freed from the influence of an owner or shareholders, the Guardian's robust editorial
independence is our unique driving force and guiding principle.

We also want to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported the Guardian in 2019. You
provide us with the motivation and financial support to keep doing what we do. We hope to
surpass our goal by early January. Every contribution, big or small, will help us reach it. Make a
year-end gift from as little as $1. Thank you.
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